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I am just weeks away
from clicking “submit.”
Then, the New York Times
will receive my 900-word
personal essay, review it,
and, most likely, send me a
form rejection letter. Better
yet, they won’t respond.
Still, I will have reached a
milestone in my writing ca-

and write some more. I
may be tired; I may even
complain (okay, I'm quite
certain I will), but I still do
it. And it’s because of the
work ethic my L-S teachers
and classmates instilled in
me. |

But our little community
didn’t just teach me to val-
ue drive; it pushed me to

women'’s rights in Brazil.
Often, the angles of entry
into my stories are a prod-
uct of my past. Each time
someone mentions the war
in Iraq, I am reminded of
the walkout my class-
mates staged in 2004.
Whenever I hear a debate
about race, I think about
helping Bill Schechter re-
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L-S has taught lots of -
students the rules of grani-
mar or physics. But for oth-
ers—what I can only imag-
ine to be thousands and ™
thousands of others—its*t.
hallways have illuminated
the meaning of social jus<
tice-and compelled us to*-
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act (or in my case,to ‘-
write). I can’t begin to ex¥
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